
COMPLETION OF 
ADDITIONAL SOIL 

EXCAVATION 

13500 Paxton Street 
Pacoima, California 

Prepared for: 

Price Pfister, Inc. 

30 June 2005 

SDMS DOCID# 1114189



i ~ _ i l l - ~ l l - _ _ l . . . . - ^ l l l l l l _ l . ~ l l _ l l _  -- 
Consulting Engineers and Scientists 

Fax (65CI) 557-901 2 

Mr. David Bacharowski 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Los Angeles Region 
320 West 4th Street, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, CA 900 13 

Subject: Completion of Additional Soil Excavation 
Former Price Pfister, Inc. Site, 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 
(EKI A20034.09) 

Dear Mr. Bacharowski: 

On behalf of Price Pfister, Inc., Erler & Kalinowski, Inc. ("EKI") is pleased to submit the 
results of the additional excavation completed since submittal of the Soil Excavation 
Completion Report ("Completion Report"), dated 17 June 2005, for the former Price Pfister 
property located at 13500 Paxton Street, in Pacoima, California ("Site"). 

On the basis of the results from the soil excavation completed to date as described in the 
Completion Report and this letter, we believe that no additional remedial soil excavation is 
warranted except for (1) a small excavation along the fence line near the former Oil Staging 
area, which will be performed when permission for access is obtained from adjacent property 
owners, (2) excavation of soil at the Building B clarifier after demolition of the building, which 
has not been scheduled yet, and (3) the NFP area, which will be conducted as part of Building 
A soil remediation. A work plan for Building A soil remediation will be submitted to the 
RWQCB by approximately the end of August 2005. 

On behalf of Price Pfister, we request RWQCB approval of the soil excavation work completed 
at the Site and permission to backfill stockpiled materials in the excavations at the Site. Also, 
we believe that it is important to repair the sidewalk along Bradley Avenue relatively soon so 
that the public can use it. Therefore, we propose to begin backfill and sidewalk repair during 
the week of I 1  July 2005. Please let us know if you do not agree with this schedule for repair 
of the sidewalk area. 

ADDITIONAL EXCAVATION AREAS 

The additional excavation was performed in four areas identified in Section 2.2 of the 
Completion Report. These areas are identified below and shown on Figure 1, which is an 
update of the Figure 1 submitted with the Completion Report. 
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Sample R1 SB2 located along the former railroad tracks (Area 4 on Figure I), 

Sample NFP-F1 located in the Building A area (Area 7 on Figure l), 

Sample LF-A10790 located adjacent to the Bradley Avenue sidewalk in the 
southeastern corner of the Site (Area 5 on Figure I), and 

Under a narrow section of the Bradley Avenue sidewalk adjacent to the former Building 
L (off-Site and adjacent to the eastern perimeter of Area 5 on Figure 1). 

SOIL EXCAVATION ACTVITIES 

Soil excavation activities were conducted as generally described in Section 4 of the Completion 
Report and in accordance with Em's  Soil Excavation Work Plan dated 18 February 2004 as 
amended by EKI's Addendum to the Soil Excavation Work Plan dated 17 September 2004 and 
letter dated 14 December 2004, and as approved with conditions by the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Los Angeles Region ("RWQCB") letters dated 25 June and 17 November 2004 
(collectively referred to as the "Work Plan"). 

The additional excavation work reported herein was conducted from 13 to 23 June 2004. The 
soil at each excavation was visually inspected during the work for indications of potential 
contamination. Monitoring procedures included measurement of dust concentrations at the 
perimeter of the Site and the work area was watered to control dust in accordance with South 
Coast Air Quality Management District ("SCAQMD") Rule 403. An organic vapor monitor 
("OVM") was used to measure total volatile organic compound ("VOC") concentrations in 
accordance with SCAQMD Rule 1 166. Photographs of the work area and of nearby sidewalk 
and windows were also taken during the work. Weekly progress reports were submitted to the 
RWQCB and other interested parties. 

Prior to the start of the work in the Bradley Street sidewalk area, a permit for work in the right- 
of-way was obtained form the City of Los Angeles. Traffic control measures and fencing were 
installed to enclose the sidewalk area. A portion of the sidewalk was removed before start of 
excavation. The traffic controls and fence will remain in place until the excavation has been 
backfilled and the sidewalk has been restored. 

The limits of excavation areas and confirmation sampling locations shown on the figures 
attached to this letter are based on a survey by a licensed land surveyor. A few locations in the 
excavation area at sample NFP-Fl remain to be surveyed and the approximate locations are 
shown on the attached the figures. 
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WASTE MANGEMENT AND DISPOSAL 

All contaminated soil was disposed of at appropriately permitted facilities owned by Waste 
Management, Inc. and located outside the local area. Nonhazardous waste soil was disposed of 
at Waste Management's McKittrick Waste Treatment Site in McKittrick, California. 
Hazardous waste soil was disposed of at Waste Management's Kettleman Hills Facility in 
Kettleman Hills, California. No new stockpiles of soil to be used as backfill were created as a 
result of the additional excavation because all excavated soil has been or will be disposed of 
off-Site. The concrete removed from the Bradley Avenue sidewalk, a total of eight truckloads, 
was hauled off-Site to a concrete recycling facility. 

Approximately 1,000 tons (approximately 600 cubic yards) of additional soil was excavated 
and disposed of off-Site. At the time of the submittal of this report, no weight slips have been 
received from the disposal facilities. Therefore, the quantity of additional soil removed from 
the Site is based on the average weight of previously disposed truckloads (Appendix Table K-1 
of the Completion Report). This amount plus the amount reported in the Completion Report 
results in a total of approximately 36,000 tons (rounded) or 23,000 cubic yards (rounded) of 
contaminated soil disposed of off-Site. 

RESULTS OF EXCAVATION AND CONFIRMATION SAMPLING 

A summary of the results of the excavation in each area is provided below. An excavation map 
with sample locations for each area and data summary tables are enclosed (Figures 2 through 4 
and Tables 1 through 6). Laboratory analytical reports are enclosed in Appendix A. 

Sample Location RlSB2 - Former Railroad Tracks 

This area (Figure 2) was identified for additional excavation based on the detection of 
benzo[a]pyrene and benzo[a]anthracene in two soil samples from borehole R1 SB2 at 
concentrations exceeding their respective U.S. EPA Regional IX Preliminary Remediation 
Goals ("PRGs") for industrial and commercial property (Section 6.3.3 of the Completion 
Report). Approximately 45 cubic yards of soil were excavated from this area and disposed of 
at the Kettleman Hills facility as hazardous waste (hazardous waste manifest numbers 
24529666 through 24529668). 

Five confirmation soil samples were collected from the perimeter of the excavation and 
analyzed for polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons ("PAHs") using EPA Method 8270. No PAHs 
were detected in these samples at or above laboratory reporting limits that ranged from 0.35 to 
0.40 milligrams per kilogram (Table 5). 
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Sample Location NFP-F1 - Building A Area 

The area of sample location NFP-F 1 (Figure 3) was excavated to remove soil containing 
polychlorinated biphenyls ("PCBs") at a concentration above its PRG for industrial and 
commercial soil. Additional excavation of this area was conducted on two occasions each 
followed by collection and analysis of confirmation soil samples. The excavation was 
completed to a total depth ranging from 9 to 1 1.5 feet below ground surface ('bgs"). In the part 
of the excavation that was excavated to 1 1.5 feet bgs, petroleum-stained soil was observed at 
the bottom of the excavation. The petroleum-stained soil was tested for VOCs in the field 
using an OVM and the detected concentration was 63 parts per million. A sample of the 
petroleum stained soil collected from 11.5 feet bgs was collected (NFP-F7) and the stained area 
at the bottom of the excavation was covered with plastic sheeting. 

A total of approximately 150 to 200 cubic yards of soil were excavated and temporarily 
stockpiled and covered with plastic sheeting. This soil is being profiled and will be disposed of 
at either the Kettleman Hills or McKittrick facilities in the next several days. 

A total of 17 soil samples were collected from the perimeter of the excavation. These samples 
were analyzed for one or more of PCBs, total petroleum hydrocarbons ("TPH"), and VOCs. 
No chemicals of concern were detected in sidewall confirmation samples at concentrations 
exceeding soil goals (Tables 1 through 4 and 6). However, chemicals of concern exceeded 
goals in two floor samples (NFP-F6 and NFP-F7). Sample NFP-F6 collected at 9 feet bgs had 
PCBs at 4.7 milligrams per kilogram ("mglkg"). Sample NFP-F7 collected from 1 1.5 feet bgs 
contained TPH at 9,100 and several VOCs. PCE was detected at 0.39 mg/kg, which is slightly 
above its goal. Other VOCs detected included n-butylbenzene at 3.5 mg/kg and naphthalene at 
6.3 mg/kg. Metals were not detected above goals in sample NFP-F7. 

Additional soil remediation is needed in the NFP portion (at samples NFP-F6 and NFP-F7) of 
the Building A area. This work will be conducted with the other soil remediation to be 
performed to remediate soil in the Building A area. 

Sample Location LF-A10790 - Former Building L Area 

This area (Figure 4) was excavated to remove petroleum in soil at sample location LF-A10790, 
which contained 1,800 mg/kg of TPH (Section 6.5.1 of the Completion Report). This area was 
excavated previously to remove soil containing black sand with metals above goals. Sampling 
after the previous excavation confirmed that metals goals have been achieved (Appendix Figure 
E-1 of Completion Report). Soil was excavated from an additional one foot of depth to remove 
the soil containing TPH from this area for a total of approximately 15 cubic yards of soil. The 
excavated soil was disposed of at the Kettleman Hills facility as hazardous waste (hazardous 
waste manifest number 24529665). A confirmation sample was collected from the bottom of 
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the excavation and analyzed for TPH using EPA Method 801 5M. The TPH concentration 
detected (290 mgkg) in this sample is below the soil remediation goal for TPH (Table 2). 

Bradley Avenue Sidewalk 

This off-Site area (Figure 4) was excavated to remove soil containing black sand with 
concentrations of copper and lead above soil remediation goals under a long, narrow 
(approximately 4 feet wide by 300 feet long) section of the sidewalk adjacent to Bradley 
Avenue in the vicinity of boreholes L35, L37, L38, and L64 (Section 6.5.1 of the Completion 
Report). Soil was excavated to a maximum depth of 4 to 5 feet below the sidewalk. A total of 
approximately 350 cubic yards of soil were removed and disposed of at the Kettleman Hills 
facility as hazardous waste (hazardous waste manifest numbers 22235252 through 22235269, 
24033007,24033008,24040195,24529643, and 24529664). 

Seventeen confirmation soil samples were collected from the perimeter of the excavation and 
analyzed for total metals concentrations including hexavalent chromium, metals in WET 
extract using de-ionized water including hexavalent chromium, and TPH. None of the samples 
contained metals or TPH concentrations above soil remediation goals (Tables 2 through 4). 

CONCLUSIONS 

On the basis of the results from the soil excavation completed to date, as described in the 
Completion Report and this letter, we believe that no additional remedial soil excavation is 
warranted except for (1) a small excavation along the fence line near the former Oil Staging 
area, (2) excavation of soil at the Building B clarifier after demolition of the building, and (3) at 
the NFP area, which will be conducted as part of Building A soil remediation. 

On behalf of Price Pfister, we request RWQCB approval of the soil excavation work completed 
at the Site and permission to backfill stockpiled materials in the excavations at the Site. 
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Please contact us if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

ERLER & KALINO W 

Steven G. Miller, P. 

cc: Linda Biagioni, 
Lorraine ~ e d l a k ,  Price Pfister, Inc. 
Eileen Nottoli, Allen Matkins 

Attachments 

Figures: 
Figure 1 - Soil Excavation Areas 
Figure 2 - Additional Excavation at R1 SB2 
Figure 3 - Additional Excavation at NFP-F1 
Figure 4 - Additional Excavation at Bradley Avenue Sidewalk and LF-A10790 Areas 

Tables: 
Table 1 - Summary of VOC Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 
Table 2 - Summary of TPH Analytical Results for Suppleinental Soil Samples 
Table 3 - Summary of Inorganic Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 
Table 4 - Summary of Metal Analytical Results in WET Extract Using De-Ionized 

Water for Supplemental Soil Samples 
Table 5 - Summary of SVOC Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 
Table 6 - Summary of PCB Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Appendix: 
Appendix A - A~ialytical Laboratory Reports 
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Table 2 
Summary of TPH Analytical Resulfs for Supplemental Soil Samples 
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Table 2 
Summary of TPH Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 

- - -,- - I -r I Location I Date (f;et, bgs) 1 Status I ~7 C8 Cg-CIo 1 C l  I-C1 2 C13-C14 CI 5-C16 C17-C18 C19C20 1 C21-C22 1 C23-C24 1 C25-C28 1 C29-C32 I C33-C36 1 C37-C40 C41-C44 I TPH-G (4) TPH-D (4) 1 TPH-M0 (4) I Total I 
I I Deoth i Excavation Samnln 

Petroleum Hydrocarbons (mgkg) (1) (2) (3) 

- I 1 I I I I I I I I I 1 I I , I I C7-C44 

I Goal for Protection of Human Health and 
Groundwater from 0-60 feet bgs 

Abbreviations; 
"-" - Sample was not tested for this analyte, or the result is not available. 
< - Compound not detected at or above indicated laboratory detection limit 
bgs - below ground surface 
mglkg - milligrams per kilogram 
na - Not Applicable. There is no goal for individual or carbon chain groups. 
ND - Not Detected. Lab provides reporting limit for C7-C44 total only; not for individual carbon ranges. 
TPH - Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
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Notes: 
(1) Samples were analyzed using EPA Method 8015M with silica gel cleanup. 
(2) Concentrations in bold exceed the goal. 
(3) Chemical concentrations that are crossed-out with a strike through line are for samples of soil that have been excavated. Therefore, these data are not representative of post-excavation conditions. 
(4) Some samples from late 2004 and 2005 were analyzed using an on-site mobile laboratory for carbon ranges C4-C12. C12-C22, and C22-C44, identified as TPH-G, TPH-D, and TPH-MO, respectively. Some data posted in these columns were not from the mobile lab but from laboratories with 
slightly different carbon ranges. 
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Table 3 
Summary of Inorganic Analytical Results for Supplemenfal Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 
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Table 3 
Summary of Inorganic Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 

Abbreviation% 
"--" - Sample was not tested for this analyte, or the result is not available. 
< - Compound not detected at or above indicated laboratory detection limit 
bgs - below ground surface 
mglkg - milligrams per kilogram 
na - Not Applicable. There is no goal for this chemical because it is not a chemical of concern at the site. 
Sb - Antimony 
As - Arsenic 
Ba - Barium 
Be - Beryllium 
Cd - Cadmium 
Cr - Chromium 
Hex Cr - Hexavalent Chromium 
Co - Cobalt 
Cu - Copper 
Pb - Lead 
Hg - Mercury 
Mo - Molybdenum 
Ni - Nickel 
Se - Selenium 
Ag - Silver 
TI - Thallium 
V - Vanadium 
Zn - Zinc 

I 
1 

I 
Sample I , Depth I Excavation 
Location Date (feet, bgs) ' Status 

Notes; 
( I )  Soil samples were analyzed for total concentrations of seventeen metals, using EPA 602017000 series methods and hexavalent chromium using EPA Method 7199. 
(2) Concentrations in bold exceed the goal. 
(3) Chemical concentrations that are crossed-out with a strike through line are for samples of soil that have been excavated. Therefore, these data are not representative of post-excavation conditions. 
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Table 4 
Summary of Mefal Analytical Resulfs in WET Extract using Deionized Wafer for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoirna, California 

Sample 

-- - ~ 

RISB-2 Former Railroad Track Area 

I 
Depth / Excavation 

Inorganic Compound (mgR) (1) (2) (3) 

j ;+, :l,T;?::.:. / ;- :-+7 1 F;;,c:.r,,w .?;?&E, - 
LF-A10790 Former Building L Area 

Location I Date , (feet, bgs) 1 Status Sb As 1 Ba 1 Be 1 Cd 

$=?A- 
- I &-_ltl- 1 , C 7-.;  I >:.&-:. i .;..- 1 :.L:?5 ..:.;-' 

,-cx :- -* -:, .' ,c i - . ?  - ! - -  - - .  ,-. -, . *-. - , _ I .  - - - 
.... . . . &-  ..? %:;* -- 'it; --r=T- -.T-L&- 

Bradley Avenue Sidewalk 
<0.01 1 ~ 0 . 0 1  I 0.105 eO.01 1 ~0 .01  

June 2005 

I I I 
Cr 1 Hex Cr 1 Co 1 Cu Pb / H g  M o  Ni S e  A g  TI 1 V 1 Zn 

/ - i . --~--. / j *- ;4~41x 1 a . - / /--.: I I 1 ' -  / -,--.- - : ' I L - .  1 . . . . - 1 .+L , -. 

f ' + ... , , - 
L L < L  

. ? -  - - 
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. .- ~ 
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0.0475 

LSW-El3 
LSW-El4 
LSW-El5 
LSW-E2 
LSW-E3 
LSW-E4 
LSW-E5 

611 612005 
611 612005 
611 612005 

0.101 
0.0584 

611 612005 
611 612005 
611 612005 
611 612005 
611 612005 
611 612005 
611 612005 

1 
3 
1 

<0.01 

2 
2.5 
2 

Existing 
Existing 
Existing 

<0.01 ~ 0 . 0 1  
cO.01 

j 611612005 
/ 6/16/2005 

NFP-F1 Former Buildina A Area 

<0.01 1 cO.01 

LSW-E8 
LSW-E9 
LSW-N1 - 

Existing 
Existing 
Existing ----- 

~ 0 . 0 1  
~0.01  
cO.01 

3 
1 
2 

2.5 
2 

611 612005 
611 612005 

3 Existing 
1 / Existing 
3 1 Existing 
4 1 Existing 

<0.01 
<0.01 
<0.01 

<O.OOl 

I Existing 
Existing 
Existing ------- 
Existing 
Existing -- 

LSW-SI , 611612005 , 

<0.01 
<0.01 

~0 .01  
0.0127 

2 , Existing 

<0.001 <0.01 0.051 
~ 0 . 0 1  

0.175 
0.0544 
0.238 
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0.0147 

<0.01 
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Table 4 
Summary of Metal Analytical Results in WET Extract using Deionized Water for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 

"-" - Sample was not tested for this analyte, or the result is not available. 
c - Compound not detected at or above indicated laboratory detection limit 
bgs - below ground surface 
mg/L - milligrams per liter 
Sb - Antimony 
As - Arsenic 
Ba - Barium 
Be - Beryllium 
Cd - Cadmium 
Cr - Chromium 
Hex Cr - Hexavalent Chromium 
Co - Cobalt 
Cu - Copper 
Pb - Lead 
Hg - Mercury 
Mo - Molybdenum 
Ni - Nickel 
Se - Selenium 
Ag - Silver 
TI - Thallium 

i V - Vanadium 
I Zn - Zinc 

Cn - Cyanide 

I 

Notes: 
(1) Soil Samples were subjected to the Waste Extraction Test ("WET) using deionized water. The leachate was analyzed for 17 metals using EPA 602017000 series and hexavalent chromium using EPA Method 7199. 
(2) Chemical concentrations that are crossed-out with a strike through line are for samples of soil that have been excavated. Therefore, these data are not representative of post-excavation conditions. 
(3) Concentrations in bold exceed the goal. 

June 2005 Erler & Kalinowski 
cvt , A  inn-A no! 



Table 5 
Summary of SVOC Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 

"--" - Sample was not tested for this analyte, or the result is not available. 
< - Compound not detected at or above indicated laboratory detection limit 
bgs - below ground surface or grade 
mg/kg - milligrams per kilogram 
na - Not Applicable. There is no goal for this chemical because it is not a chemical of concern at the site. 
SVOCs - Semi-volatile Organic Compounds 

Sample 
Locabon 

RISB-2 Former 

i i 

* I 

R I ~ B ~ - E I  
R: SE2-F1 

R1%?N1---- 
R1 SB2-S1 - - - - --- 
R1 SB2-W1 

IiQbx 
(1) Soil samples were analyzed using EPA Method 8270. 
( 2 )  Chemical concentrations that are crossed-out with a sbike through line are for samples of soil that have been excavated. Therefore, these data are not 
representative of post-excavation conditions. 
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2 5 
3 5-4 - 
3 5-4 
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June 2005 
C.\Pr~ce Pfister Reports\Price Pfister-SOIL-SUPPL-SVOC Page 1 of I 
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SVOCs (mglkg) (1) (2) 

na 

na 

Benzo(a) 
Anthracene 

, , I ,  a ,  3 i 

1 7 4 1  

~ * V - F I  ( -2  J F I I  + I? - 
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Table 6 
Summary of PCB Analytical Results for Supplemental Soil Samples 

Former Price Pfister, Inc., 13500 Paxton Street, Pacoima, California 

< - Compound not detected at or above indicated laboratory detection limit 
bgs - below ground surface 
mglkg - milligrams per kilogram 
PCB - polychlorinated biphenyl 

Sample 
Locat~on 

Notes: 
(1) These samples were analyzed for polychlorinated biphenyls ("PCRs") using EPA Method 8082. The less than symbol ("c") denotes that the compound was not detected 
at or above the given laboratory detection limit. 
(2) Chemical concentrations that are crossed-out with a strike through line are for samples of soil that have been excavated. Therefore, these data are not representative of 
post-excavation conditions. 

June 2005 
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. . .  . 

Legend: Notes: 

Location of Soil Sample for Soil 1. All locations are approximate. Locations of soil samples, 
That has Been Removed excavation area boundaries, and selected historical 

Location of Soil Sample Confirming That 
features were surveyed by Bill Carr Survey's, Inc. 

Goals Were Achieved 2. This excavation area is in grid area A7, see Figure 1. Erler & 
.+ Former Railroad Tracks Kalinowski, I ~ c .  

Additional Excavation at R1 SB2 
Excavation Depth: F N  Former Railroad Tracks 

6-7 Feet Price Pfister, Inc. 

0 10 20 
Pacoima, CA 

June 2005 
0 EKI A20034.09 

(Approximate Scale in Feet) Figure 2 



Legend: 

a Location of Soil Sample for Soil 
That has Been Removed 

Location of Soil Sample Confirming That 
Goals Were Achieved 

Location of Soil Sample With Chemicals 
Exceeding Goals 

r-1 Location of Former 
L - - l  Concrete Trench 

+L Former Railroad Tracks 

Excavation Depth: 

2-3 Feet 
8-9 Feet 

11-12 Feet 

Notes: 

1. All locations are approximate. Locations of soil samples, 
excavation area boundaries, and selected historical 
features were surveyed by Bill Carr Survey's, Inc. Sample 
locations NFP-F6, NFP-F7, NFP-N6, NFP-S7, and 
NFP-W7 were not surveyed at the time this figure was 
prepared, approximate locations are shown for these 
samples. 

2. This excavation area is located in grid area 17 and 
adjacent grid areas, see Figure 1. 

Erler & 
Kalinowski. Inc. 

I 

Additional Excavation at NFP-F1 
Former ~uilding A ~ r e a  

Price Pfister, Inc. 

0 10 20 Pacoima, CA - EKI A20034.09 June 2005 
(Approximate Scale in Feet) Figure 3 
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ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORTS 
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